[Primates as a model for the study of sleep in man].
After demonstrating the value of the animal model for the study of sleep in man, the author successively considers, in the first part of this investigation, the main characteristics of sleep in non human primates. Circadian rhythm, EEG, neuropharmacological, neuro-anatomical and zootechnical criteria are reviewed. The second part of the investigation describes an application of the use of rhesus monkeys as model to study sleep in the pharmacology of wakefulness. Two techniques, night actography and electroencephalography, which are part of a protocol to evaluate the efficiency and innocuity of new psychostimulants are described and discussed.